
BRUNEI DARUSSALAM COUNTRY REPORT
Regional Conference on 

"Promoting Decent Work for Older Persons for an Inclusive Society: 
Strengthening A More Resilient and Inclusive Society During and After the 

COVID-19 Pandemic" 28th - 29th June 2021 via Video Conference 



AGEING SITUATIONS IN BRUNEI 
DARUSSALAM
1. Trend of Population

2. Impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on older persons and their families

3. Challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic affecting promoting decent work for older 
persons 

4. Existing public measures; selected case studies/ best practices/ projects of 
stakeholders 

5. Way Forwards



POPULATION OF OLDER PERSON IN BRUNEI
2021 (June 2021)

Population 417,200

Old Aged Pension
recipient 

(60 years old and 
above)

40, 570

Percent 10.1%

Source: Dept. of Community
Development, MCYS



IMPACTS OF COVID-19
BRUNEI OVERVIEW OF COVID-19

Overview as of 27 June 2021

ACTIVE 
CASES

TOTAL 
CONFIRMED

TOTAL 
DEATHS

TOTAL 
RECOVERED

11 259 3 245



■ COVID-19 pandemic pushes up Brunei’s inflation rate. 

■ Brunei records 81% plunge in tourist arrivals 

■ Brunei has missed its rice self-sufficiency target of 11%

■ Rice imports have also declined six percent to 34,082.40 metric tonnes 

■ School closures expose the disparity of computer and internet access among 
students.

IMPACTS OF COVID-19

https://borneobulletin.com.bn/brunei-on-track-to-achieve-rice-self-sufficiency-target/


MEASURES 
UNDERTAKEN BY 

THEGOVERNMENT IN 
ADDRESSING THE 

IMPACT OF COVID-19 IN 
BRUNEI DARUSSALAM

‘Whole of Nation Approach’



1.MAINTAINING THE WELL-BEING OF 
THE PUBLIC

“HIGH QUALITY AND COMPREHENSIVE HEALTH CARE SYSTEM THAT IS EFFECTIVE, 
EFFICIENT AND RESPONSIVE WITH SUFFICIENT MEDICAL AND SAFETY EQUIPMENTS”

• Construction of the new National Isolation Centre Building in Tutong District to treat 
and monitor confirmed positive-infected COVID-19 patients.

• Construction of an additional National Virology Laboratory in Kampung Sumbiling, 
BandarSeriBegawan, to increase the capacity and accelerate the testing process for 
COVID-19 in the country.

• Monitoring Centres for foreigners, citizens and residents of Brunei Darussalam that 
have entered into Brunei Darussalam from abroad to undergo self isolation.









2. PROTECTING JOBS AND PROVIDING SUPPORT 
FOR INDIVIDUALS



■ Deferment on principal repayments on loans for businesses and 
individuals.

■ Trade and payment transaction fees are waived until 30th September 
2020 for companies in the tourism, restaurants/cafes, air transport 
and imports of food and medicine sectors.

■ Deferment on principal repayments on personal financing/loans and 
vehicle financing/loans, or restructuring loans/repayments with a 
period of not exceeding 10 years.

■ Deferment on principal repayments on personal financing/loans 
related to land (hartanah), either for ownership or for investment 
purpose.

■ Conversionofoutstandingbalancesoncreditcardsintoatermloanforaperio
dnotexceeding3yearsforaffectedindividualsworkingintheprivatesectoro
nly,includingtheself-
employed.However,thismeasurewillnotleadtoanextensionoftheborrower
'screditcardlimitwithinthe3yearperiod.Allbankandfeechargesfordeferme
ntandrestructuringapplications(includingrestructuringofoutstandingbal
ancesoncreditcards),excludingthirdpartycharges,willbewaiveduntil30th
December2020.Applicationsforloan/financingdefermentandrestructuri
ngarevaliduntil31stDecember2020.Allchargesandbankpaymentsforint
erbanktransfers,exceptthirdpartycharges,willbewaiveduntil30thSeptem
ber2020.



STRATEGIES AND INITIATIVES



COVID-19 vaccine will be free for all living in 
Brunei

Vaccine is distributed in 3 phases:-

Phase 1:
frontliners, the elderly (over 60), and students 
bound for overseas study.

Phase 2: teachers, childcare workers and 
adults at high-risk of contracting the virus.

Phase 3: adults aged 18 and above.



Brunei starts vaccinating seniors against 
COVID-19

Brunei has begun inoculating its
senior citizens against COVID-19.
As of April , some 344 seniors have
received their first dose.

• Special lane
• Special counter
• No appointment 

(walk-in)



Senior Citizen Community and Activity Centres

• To establish a knowledge-based network between the
young and the elderly.

• To support the ageing population and to help them
develop a healthy and active lifestyle.

BM, 572

Tutong, 383

Belait, 126

Temburong, 86

Development of Older Persons: 



WAYS FORWARD

Whilst remarkable progress has been made towards improving
the wellbeing and enhancing skills of older people, ageing is
still seen as a social challenge. Ways forward include:

§ Research and Data Collection – Study of Ageing
§ Reviewing provision Old Age Pension and Disability Act,

1954 (amended in 1984).



THANK YOU


